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OCWA Picnic 11 | We ae pleased to annourcethe presentation d the seventh annual Fine Art

Woodworking Show at the Orange Courty Fair. We're planning on having a
terrific show thisyea, and we hope that you'll join usin all of the funand
festivities. There ae still some dots avail able for duty in bah the OCWA
boaths, and sign upshedswill be available & the next meding.

Thiswill aso bethethird yea that we will have a
“Feaured Artist” for the Woodworking Show. Thisyea
we ae very pleased to have our goodfriend, and Master
Craftsman, Carl Stammerjohn take center stage & the
show. Most of you knav Carl from his grea
demonstrations that he has given us over the yeas, and
I’'m sure that you' Il be delighted by his beautiful
handiwork.

Spedking of Master Craftsmen, nneteen o us ventured ou on Memoria Day
weekend to seeWilli am Ng give aprofessonal
workshop onjoinery, and we had a grea time watching
aMaster at work. He started by showing how to make
jigsfor various types of joints, and foll owed through to
completion to show us how it all comes together. We
finished with hand cut dowetail sin which everyone was
given aturn with the saw. The dowetail sweren't totally
perfed, bu | think everyone enjoyed himself sawing
some wood. They must’ ve liked the lunch too, kecause
there wasn't anything left at the end.

| want to thank Willi am, and h's gaff for making the OCWA welcome. Do
chedk ou www.wnwoodworks.com if you might be interested in taking one of
his classes.
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In what seems like atrek to Mecca we will be making our Pilgrimage to Sam
Maloof’s Shop/Museum/Residence on June 24", and as of this writi ng we have
yet to leave, bu rest asaured that in the next issue of Sawdust and Shavings we
will have some stories to share with you. Thiswill be my third time visiting Sam,
and it has aways been an enjoyable experience | hope you hed a chanceto make
the journey with us.

B8 Ticketsfor our first annual OCWA Pot Luck

| Picnic have officialy goneonsale. The priceis
M $5.00 ddiars, and the aimissonticket doudes [0
L| asaraffleticket, and we will have some very
niceprizesto be sure. We will supfy the burgers and dawgs, and you
| bring apatluck dish. It shoud be agred timefor all.

WEell, our June show and tell table was quite sparse, bu it did have afew
beautiful pieces. The OI' Prez has had to rethink his challenge format as it
hasn’t exadly been accepted with open arms, so the S& T table for July will return to the open format. We will
still have gift cetificaesfor first and second pace atries.

Thereisalot going onthis simmer in the OCWA, and | hope you get a dhanceto participate in some of the fun.
I’m looking forward to seeng all of you at the Fair.

: OORERGHAINGD SRAGEHAVEERS

The June meding saw the debut of the new lathe stand designed and bult by Ed Straub. The
new stand is height adjustable and feauresincreased stowage and alarge bench top for
Sl — mourting lights and aher stuff. The workmanship is
ﬁ impeccdle, so ched it out. The lathe is currently residing in
our boah at the Orange Courty fairgrounds.

| Taking the new stand onits maiden voyage was
fedured demonstrator, Ralph Alder, turning one of
his sgnature fitted lid baxes with a caved top. It's
not hard to seewhy he has won awards with this
design. Get ready for next month’s chall enge which
isto turn afitted lid bax with some sort of

embelli shment. Y ou can add carving, texturing,
color or whatever you desire.

Next month we will feaure Fred Wilmott as our demonstrator. Fred will be
using amini-lathe & the dub Novawill be & the fairgrounds. Fred will be doing
an advanced design pen for our education and enjoyment. We will also have a
woodraffle next month as afundraiser.

Remember our medings now start at 6:30.
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The June 3" workshopwas held at Tom’s hop,again very productive. | want to thank Tom
Polhamus for the use of his faaliti es and those who participated.

It looks like the suggestion d contrading work out is darting to take dfed. Dean Sowell is
doing finish sanding on heatsfor Harvey Carr. Len Musgrave brought 48radng carsto
the meding to have whedsinstalled. Roger Balli ng volunteered to dothe install ation.

Thisis going to be the new way of doing businessalong with the workshops. We, the toy committeg would
like dl club membersto get invalved. It isvery rewarding andfun. Call me, Jim Balestreri, at
(949 4936431for information on how you can participate.

The toy committeehas dedded to have araffle a an incentive for more dub membersto get invaved andto
reward members who have been invaved in the program over the yeas. Memberswill ean raffle tickets by
the number of toysturned in for distributionto the dharities. Keep trad of the number of toysyouturnin. It
would also help if you kegp arecord of the types of toys youmake. Thiswill be abig help when it comestime
to distribute the toys. The number of tickets earned for the toys made will be annourced at alater date. The
drawing prizes will be worth the dfort.

Tom is taking July off, which he well deserves. Therefore, the July 8" workshopwill be held at Roger
Balling'sfrom 8 AM to noon. Thank you Roger.

1Y 0 ABS %B%CEANN

Thisisthefirst in aseries of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are known
asthe Toy Makers. These members often work quietly in the badkgroundmaking toys for
the toy program, and their work is never seen by the general membership. The purpose of
these aticlesisto give recognition to these unsung heroes, highlight their projeds, and go
behind the scenes to the shops where they work, and provide tips and encouragement to athers
who cdesire to beaome part of the Toy Making program.

We intend to interview ead member of the group ower the next twelve months, puldi shing insights into what
they did before toy making, what got them into toy making, why they chose the toys they make, why they till
enjoy making toys, and what their shops are like.

Tom Polhamus

Youall probably know Tom Polhamus as the guy carrying the tickets for the 50/50 drawings
at the general medings. But Tom does more than just tea uptickets. He spends sveral
hous ead day in hisworkshopworking ontoys. Tom isanative Californian, banin
Huntington Park, and hes lived in Orange Courty for the last 50 yeas, 42yeas at his current
homein Orange.

Tom served in the USMC for five yeas as drill i nstructor before heading to Guam, lwo Jima,
and Okinawato provide ground afense, hdding the field after it was ssaured by the Aviation
| groupsduring World War 1l. He spent an additional four months in Japan helping in the

¢ occupation effort. After the military, he got into the automotive partsindustry. He sold his
threestoresin 1956, le began working for Preasion Universal Joints as Regional Sales
Manager covering 14 western states and Alaska and Hawaii finally retiring in 1992. Of
course, hedidn't redly retire, asthe company hired hm badk as a mnsultant for the next
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seven yeas. OCWA is grateful that he dhoseto retire and make toys.

In abou 1997, Tom’s neighba Bill Rogerstook Tom to an OCWA meding where he met
George Plummer. George and Tom put upal7 x 34 storage shed to dowoodworking.
Before long, Tom began working with athersin the Toy Makers groupto make some toys
easier to produceincluding a cdl phore designed by Pete Fulayter, a basketball game by Greg Madrigal, and
aline of toy trucks, log trucks and roadsters whaose design was foundin wood magazine. Tom enjoyed
designing the jigs and fixtures nealed in the processof making afew hunded toys, so his shopsoon kecane the
Toy Workshopfor thisline of toys. Thisyea, Tom hosts a monthly workshopto producethe cél phores,
basketball games and some roadsters. He dso stores and dstributes the doreted woodto feed the other Toy
Makers suppy lines.

When asked what motivates him to continue to make toys, Tom commented that his father died when he was
very young which left his mom to raise the four kids alone. This along with living through the depresson,
allowed Tom to identify with the kids who receve these toys now. He saysthat the “smiles from the kidsis his
reward for all the work that goes into these toys. Kids are the future atizens of this courtry, andif they are
treaed fairly, we will al be better for it.”

Geor ge Plummer

If you have been to any Toy Workshops in the last threeyeas,
youwill recognize George & the master Finisher. George's
father and grandfather were woodworkersin New Hampshire
where George was born in 1930. George moved to the Tustin
areain 1950. He spent afew yeas working heavy
construction jobs aroundCalifornia, Alaska, Hawaii, and South
Americabefore settling down to work in Tustin. Here he
becane aunion carpenter for the next 40yeas. Heretired in
his gxties, bu sincehe owned 8 hanes by then, he spent the
next few yeas maintaining them.

George has been amember of the OCWA for 15yeas, and hes
hosted many Toy Workshops sncethen. At that time, he made
pull toysandracecas. He has aworkshopin hisdoulde ca garage and a 900 square foot extension. With more
than half adozen lathes, he can answer most questions abou woodurning. In the past five yeas, George has
rarely missed Bill and Tom’s workshops and Saturday get-togethers. He has worked all parts of the line, bu for
the past threeyeas has dore the finish spraying exclusively.

Two o threetimes ayea, George rents aboath at locd craft and stred fairs to sell some of the items he buil ds
in hisworkshop,including battle stoppers, tops, pens and bavls. He says you can orly give avay so many to
family and friends!

George antinues to make toys because he, like Tom, remembers those days during the depressonwhen all he
got for Christmas was a pair of mittens. And he too enjoys making toys.

Les Rogers
Y ou may know him as the Pen King from the Freedom Pen program, bu he dso has ancther talent as a Toy

Maker. LesRogerswasborninWasecg Minnesota. In 1956,Les and hswife hooked upa 30 trailer and
headed for California. They settled in Torrancewhere Lestook ajob with a cnstruction company before
getting ajob at American Standard —a plumbing fixture company. He worked there in acaurting and payroll
for tenyeas. Thenin 1967, le got the chanceto work for the Torrance Fire Department. Lesretired from the
Fire Department in June of 1992a&fter 25yeas. In May 1993,they moved to Lake Forest.
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Encouraged by brother Bill to cometo the
OCWA, Lesjoined in 1995. Hewas Video
Librarian for threeyeas, ajob that enabled
him to review every video in the library.
Sincehe was akid, Les has enjoyed bulding toys. He till has
afew airplanes hanging in the garage that he whittled ou when
he was 14. He soonredized the importance of the OCWA Toy
Program in reating out to the ommunity. Hisfirst task in the
program was to repair and complete several boxes of toys that
were waiting to be finished when he arived. His dopis often
referred to as the ICU where production mishaps are sent for
rework. Hisfavoritetoys are those with four wheds. He has
developed over 20 unique designs for wheded vehiclesin the

past ten yeas.

Les has a1 some mgjor changes in the toy program over the past few yeasin spornsorship from Deft, the
avail ability of hardwoodfrom generous companiesin the aeg alarger variety of toy types andthe
sophisticaionin the processes used to make the toys as well as safety issues addressed which resulted in a
standard minimum of 1 ¥2’ wheds. To help him stay focused and aganized, Les keegps aledger of types and
quantiti es of toys he has had a part in making and maintains alibrary of toy patterns, which is an excdlent
resourcefor other OCWA toy builders. His most recent toy cars/truck patterns are posted onthe OCWA
website.

Les sworkshopfill s 1% spaces of athreeca garage. When he needs more room, he moves a ca or two ou to
the driveway. Because his shopis compad, he dways tries to complete one operation for several toys before
moving to the next step. When heisn’t making pens or toys, he likesto buld gadgets andtodls. He dso hasa
neighbarhoodtoy evaluation tean headed up ly a seven-yea old named Emily.

Les continues to make toys because it’ s fun. It’s gratifying when someone gpredates ssmething you have
made, and he redly enjoys watching kids read to toys they receve. He doesn’t like quadas, and tries to always
keg abalance between family and what he does daily in his $hop. However, he recantly spent two weeks
visiting relatives in Minnesota and he admitted that he did suffer from “workshopwithdrawal”.

- UYO EENG - ONEA S

Seventh in the Distinguished Spedker Seriesis our own
Ed Smet whowill be spe&ing and demonstrating the

techniques on constructing his exquisite jewelry boxes.

Orange Courty Woodworkersis certainly proud d our members, and we ae
particularly delighted when a member reades the level of perfedionin
woodwvorking where he can share histalent with hisfellow members. This
will i ndeed be anight of not only leaning seaets to make these wonderful
littl e boxes which can be treasured by family members, bu thisis the type
of woodworking which can be passed along in ou families for future
generationsto treasure a well.

Theselittl e treasures are small . . . so youwill want to come ealy to ensure ased up front so youwon't miss
any of Ed'sinstruction onmaking these littl e beauties.
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Comingin August - Art Liestman

Art Liestman Spends his days as a professor in Computing
Science d Simon Fraser University. When he leaves the
hall s of acaleme, he can be foundturning woodin hishome
studio in Coquitlam, British Columbia, Canada. Over the
past five yeas, he has switched his woodworking focus from
making experimental musicd
instruments to making turned wood
objeds.

Work in his Mondrian seriesis colored using layers of thin
aaylic inks and alcohd-based dyes. This coloring technique
producesrich dark surfaces that enhancethe figure of the
underlying wood. The dark colorsinvite doser inspedion,
which reveds more subtle detail s.

Plan on keing there on Saturday, August 12™ 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, for an informative and
entertaining demonstration. Thisisoneyouwon't want to miss SeeArt Fitzpatrick for
information and reservations.

0 CEDANSS TS
Demonstrations Time Date Cost L ocation
Art Liestman Saturday 9 AM-4PM | 12-Aug-06 $30Members Tustin Senior Center
$35Non-Members
Events L ocation Dates
Roger Balli ng’'s workshop July 8, 2006
Tov Workshop 18622FairwoodLane, Santa Ana 92705 ; o
(714) 5389763 8:00AM -Noon
Orange Courty Fair Costa Mesa Fairgrounds July 7-30, 2006
OCWA Picnic Mil e Square Park, Fourtain Valley August 19, 2006
OCWA Christmas Party Tustin Senior Center Decamnber 8, 2006

- UNE: ODNBKERS0 EENG
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We wish to thank Mike Jones, the head of the Woodworking '
Department at Cerritos Coll ege, for unlocking the mysteries of .A'l\i
working with solid surfacematerials.
Now, when your wife brings up that unsightly kitchen countertop, you can explain
to her knowledgeably and in technicd terms why you can’'t aff ord the new modern

top she wants.

Oh yedh, and ke sure to let us know how that line works.
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“FREEDOM IS NOT FREE’ asyoual know from the Nationwide count: 56,386
news everyday. OCWA Woodturners: 3,820
I’'m so impressed and grateful for the cntinued interest

and suppat of the Freedom Pen Projed from all of youwho make the pens and dorate
financially. We ae doing so well that the last 300 pens kits are dmost gone so thistime

ordered 500 kts and will have them ready for our next meding. The shipping cost is the same
for 100 a 500 kts, which saves considerably on the shipping costs.

The 500 kits cost $581.99 pus | ordered the upgraded kits for the pensthat | turn for spedal giftslike the ones|
gave to Gordon Dill ow of the Orange Courty Register thisweek and he will personally take them to ou
men/women in Iraq. Thetota cost of this order was $804.45.1 trust that by the time my credit card bill arrives
| will have olleded enowgh to cover all of the csts. Thank you ALL for helping me keep this projed alive
and hedthy.

| will have pen bdanks prepared for all who want to turn pens at the Orange Courty Fair so come prepared to
make pens as well as other projeds and have fun! Thisisalso agoodtimeto lean how to make pensas| plan
to bethere when | can to help anyone who wantsto lean. Besides being funit isrewarding to be apart of the
Freedom Pen Projed.

Bring your best smile and maybe you will be oncandid camera. Severa of us have canerasandit isniceto pu
faces with names of you cedicaed men and women who are making our OCWA so succesdul. |1 still say
‘Woodworkers are the best!”

Ched the foll owing list of members who have make pens for our troops! LesRogersis gill the ‘King' with
855 ens. Beforelong hewill have 1000 @ns!!! That is 0 amazing!!! Bob Gibbsisworking hard to cach
Lesandisnow at 580 pens.

| want to thank ALL of you for making pens no matter how many you have time and energy to make. They all
court for our total.

Pen Turners Pen Pen Turners Pen Pen Turners Pen
Alder, Ralph 40| |Garrett, Larry 175 [Plummer, George 50
Aut, Warren E. 10| |Gerbers, Karen & Larry 30| [Rogers, Bill -LHS 39
Bradford, Brad 36| |Gibbs, Bob 580 [Rogers, Les- Pen King| 855
Bruins, Bill 10| |Gilroy, Ross 20 [Sanders, Rip 240
Burt, Doug 130 |Hassg, Randall 40 |Smet, Ed 30
Calli ns, Chuck 10| |Hefron, Matt 10| |Steinmetz, Jim 10
Conley, Tom 10| |Ingram, Ruthe — Pen Queen| 623 [Stauber, Kevin 10
Crowther, Ralph 10| |James, Clyde 20 [Straub, Ed 60
Dan(dan@micndan.com)| 19| |Lewellyn, Bruce 11Q|Tatham, Jadk 15
Dani€ls, Jm 30| (MadPherson, Andy 10| |Tavianini, Armond 30
Davis, Nede 1||Morse, Gary 20 [Wilmott, Fred 40
Fabreque, Lou 50| |O’Brian, Kevin 40/ |Whiton, Bob 70
Fleischer, Aaron 20| |Paley, Denise 20 (Wonder, Steve 10
Fair Volunteas-2005 217| |Papemded, Jill 20

Thank you ALL!!"! Seeyou at the next regular meding and the Orange Courty Fair! Come join the fun!
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Here is the most recent email from aredpient of one of our spedal pens:

Ruthe,

| just wanted to write and tell you hav much we dl | oved the pens over here. Thank you so
much for what you do.The pens are truly unique and keautiful. It redly means alot to me
knowing that we have suppat badk home. My yea isnow over and | will be going home

tomorrow, your pen of course is going with me. Please passon ou thanks from the 828h Joint
Logisticd Task Forceto al of the atists that made this possble.

Thanks Again,

Mark

mark.powers@us.army.mil

- LNE' BWINGD SUHE NG

Drawing procees: $13500

50/50was $110.00with Eric Thorson asthe winner of $55.00. Congratulations Eric!!!
LUCKY WINNERS of June Drawing

Gift Certificate (Austin Hardwood) $10.00 Ben George THANKSTO EVERYONE
Gift Certificate (Woodcraft) $10.00 Bill Rogers \évﬂgES;JSPPORTSOUR FUND
Parting Tod 3/16" (Woodcraft) $60.99 Burt Underwood '
Pro-Carpenter 16 Tape Tom Anderson
Book Woodworkers Guide to Hand Tod's BobBuchanan | Thank you Ingko of Woodcraft
Rockler Forstner Bits-7 Pc set (Rockler) Eric J. Thorson :2 g:igr:gg %Tiriﬂ}[’e?;ggﬁg
Padage of Venea - (Woodcraft) Earl Horstman month’s drawing.
Package of Venea — (Woodcraft) Ben George Next month | have more exciting
Minwax Wood Finish (Golden Oak - (Woodcraft) David Brown items thanks to Guy of Rockler
Minwax WoodFinish (Ipswich Pine) - (Woodcraft)  DonWolf of Orange.

2RNIESQNY) ARL BAS (D6 B

Last Chance!!l

Don’t lose your dlot, sign up now!

There aefifty (50) members sgned upto bein the boah duing the 21 days of the fair.
Many of these members were in the boah last yea and had a gred time talking to the
visitors. The atendance d the 2005fair was over 1 million people. | personally talked
with people from Australia, England, and China.

The July 6" General meeting will be your last easy chanceto sign upfor one of the time slots for the Orange
County Fair boath. Thereareonly afew dlotsleft. If youcan't be & this meding and would liketo reserve a
dot cdl me (Ed Straub) at (714) 536-4568and you will be alded.



3AE

2& 22 : 25. (56&0

9OQWME ,SEE

6AHY &R

YHD: IMOT

Most of us are avare of the dangers inherent in woodworking and fed that we take alequate
precaittions. Last weekend, havever, my bandsaw suggested in no urcertain terms, that |
revise my definition o “adequate”. | escgpoed with aminor Band-Aid injury, but with amajor

awarenessof what could have happened. Now and then we dl need awake up cdl. In the foll owing article
Howard Ruttan, a Canadian woodworker tries to give us the benefit of his experience, bu withou the pain.

The Story of my Thumb

| am relating this dory not because | want to
soundstupid, a because | have amasochistic desire to
have people ek me “what | did that for?’ which | had
quite enough of at thetime, bu because it has avery
valuable moral toit.

One evening after work | was engaged in
cutting out pieces of mahogany for aprojed | was
working on. It had been along evening and it was
neaing 11 PM. Most of the evening had been taken
up by gluing up small boxes for a aaft show. | was
tired, and my mind was no longer onwhat | was
doing.

The mahogany pieces were glued up @nels. |
wasin arush because | wasfed upwith creaing
projedsfor the aaft show and | wanted to make some
headway on aprojed for myself. In the process |
forgot to scrape off the glue bead from one side of one
of the two panels. After having ripped ore to width |
started onthe other, having the glue bead fadng down
onthe saw table. A very big mistake.

At thispaint let me point out that the table saw
blade guard and splitter were stuck behind awoodple
somewhere. | could never get them to fit properly, so,
| tossed them against awall.

After having placed the panel onthe saw, |
powered it up and pocealed to feed my stock
through. As| shifted my hand pgsition, the panel
rocked along the glue bead. This caused the panel to
ride up and the blade tried to throw it in my face |
pushed the panel down with my left hand, bu
unfortunately, by the time the panel was flat to the
table ayain, it had rotated ou of the way of the blade
and my hand was fed into the spinning carbide. The
blade dug into my palm and kicked my hand bad,
nealy bre&king my wrist, the cabide teeth contading
my handin a ontinuous line from nea the wrist,
aaossthe side of my palm and upthe inside of my
thumb realy toitstip.

| was very lucky to keepit. At thetime
though, | wasn't sure so | grabbed a cmpresson
bandage form my medicd kit and dacel dred

presaure on a4 inch long gaping hole that looked like where
the rest of my thumb was going to fall off.

With bloodsoaking the front of my shopcoat, as
well as poding onmy table saw, | used the intercom to call
my wife whowas in the house. In shock, | screamed, “I
think | cut my $%@* & thumb off in the table saw and |
think | shoud go to the haspital NOW!” As dherushed to
the shop, | met her just outside the doar and her facewent
completely white when she saw the bandage and the blood
al over me.

Nealy in hysterics, she yelled at meto get in the ca.
All the way to the hospital | just sat there and chanted, “I
hope | don't loseit, | hopel don't loseit!” Well they
cleaned it upand pu in 30 o 40 stitches and | was badk on
theroad. Oh, na quite. For weeksit was wrapped tight
enough to immobili ze it. The doctor said that if | used my
hand at all, he didn't know how they would ever make the
stitches day due to the anourt of med that was removed.

To thisday, my left hand daesn’t work properly and
it hurts like hell when the weaher changes. It took 6 a 7
months to get it to the point where | could woodwork again,
and several months after that before | was brave enough to
use the table saw again. Over ayea later | still had no
sensation. Between the pain, the reauperation and the
nightmares, it wasn't worth it.

So, the moral of the story? First, NEVER work
woodwhen you are too tired. Machinery doesn’t forgive
stupidity and you must be thinking at the top o your form to
keep those machines at bay. Seaond,always use asaw
guard and a splitter. The table saw isn’'t your friend; it isan
emotionlessbeast that couldn’'t give arat’s patoot abou you
and your fingers. Remember that.

In the end, my acddent was entirely preventable. If
| had qut when | felt fatigued it would never have
happened. Coming badk fresh | would have naticed the glue
bead | had fail ed to scrape off. Evenif | hadn't quit, the
appropriate blade guard would have saved me from injury. |
hope the story of my thumb inspires you to think about the
safety pradices you wse in your shop. Please lean from my
mistakes: quit when you are tired, and USE the guards that
come with your tools!
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Sawdust and
Shavings

Monthly Newsletter of
the
Orange County
Woodworkers
Association

Visit usonthe Web at:
OCWOODWORKERS.COM

The OCWA Newsdletter is
sent out on the Saturday

before the Woodworkers
meding ... at the latest.

Any articlesyou wish to
submit must be in my
hands no later than the
Tuesday before that date.
Editor
wil mott @cox.net

PO Box 1038
Fullerton, CA 928368038

ADDRESSCORRECTION REQUESTED

WHERE?

TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER

200 SoC
Tustin, CA

Sred
92680

WHEN?

WOODWORKERSMEETING
Thursday July 6" 7:00 pm

WOODTURNER
Thursday July 2

SMEETING
0" 630

BOARD MEETING
Thursday July 6" 6:00 pm

Friends of OCWA

Suppat Our Sponsors

Anderson International
Trading
(800) 454-6270

Deft, Inc

Laguna Tools

Rockler Woodworking &
Hardwood s
(714) 282-1157

(714) 953-4000

Austin Hardwood & Hardware

Forrest Blades

Reel Lumber Service
(714) 632-1988

Skil-Bosch Power Tools

Craft Supplies, USA

Products Co.

Indu strial Blade &

Renaissance Door &
Window

Wood craft Supply
(714) 899-1422




